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DISCLAIMER

This publication was developed with the intention of facilitating the understanding of the Agreement 
Establishing the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (AANZFTA). As a guidebook, it 
does not form part of the Agreement and it does not provide or intend to provide any legal interpretation 
of the Agreement. 

In aid of understanding, some examples have been provided but these are mere illustrations and do not 
provide judgment and do not constitute commercial advice. Views or conclusions may have also been 
expressed but these should not be taken as legal or commercial advice. 

Use of maps in this publication was made merely to highlight who are the participating countries to the 
Agreement. It does not purport to provide legal judgment/interpretation on geographical boundaries. 

The ASEAN Secretariat has taken due diligence in the preparation of this publication. However, it shall 
not be held liable for any omissions or inaccuracies in the content of this publication. Neither the 
ASEAN Secretariat nor AusAID accepts any liability for any claims, loss or expenses that may arise or 
arising from use of information in this publication. Reliance on the information is at the user’s sole risk/
responsibility.

This publication does not reflect the views of the Parties to the Agreement, the ASEAN Secretariat or 
AusAID. 
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Foreword

The Agreement Establishing the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area 
(AANZFTA) is a significant milestone for the economies of the ten Member States 
of ASEAN, Australia and New Zealand. This Agreement is the culmination of a 
series of consultations and negotiations that started in 2005. The Agreement 
was signed in February 2009 and will enter into force on 1 January 2010. 

The Agreement, through the chapters relating to merchandise trade, is expected 
to open up business opportunities for traders and exporters that would benefit 
both the economic operators and consumers.  In this connection, understanding 
the Rules of Origin will ensure that producers, traders and exporters get optimal 
benefits from the preferential tariff treatment under the  Agreement. 

This primer intends to reach out to economic operators in ASEAN and explain 
to them the Rules of Origin they would need to fulfil for their goods to be eligible 
for preferential tariff treatment under the AANZFTA. The primer also sets out the 
processes that would be undertaken by the authorities to determine compliance 
to the Rules of Origin.
 
We hope the primer will guide traders and exporters in understanding the 
elements of the AANZFTA Rules of Origin, and encourage them to utilise and 
benefit from the AANZFTA.

As ASEAN embarks on the implementation of the AANZFTA, we encourage 
traders and exporters to take full advantage of the opportunities being offered 
under the AANZFTA and bring forth economic prosperity to the region.

Dr. Surin Pitsuwan
Secretary-General of ASEAN
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