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DISCLAIMER

This publication was developed with the intention of facilitating the understanding of the Agreement
Establishing the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (AANZFTA). As a guidebook, it
does not form part of the Agreement and it does not provide or intend to provide any legal interpretation
of the Agreement.

In aid of understanding, some examples have been provided but these are mere illustrations and do not
provide judgment and do not constitute commercial advice. Views or conclusions may have also been
expressed but these should not be taken as legal or commercial advice.

Use of maps in this publication was made merely to highlight who are the participating countries to the
Agreement. It does not purport to provide legal judgment/interpretation on geographical boundaries.

The ASEAN Secretariat has taken due diligence in the preparation of this publication. However, it shall
not be held liable for any omissions or inaccuracies in the content of this publication. Neither the
ASEAN Secretariat nor AusAID accepts any liability for any claims, loss or expenses that may arise or
arising from use of information in this publication. Reliance on the information is at the user’s sole risk/
responsibility.

This publication does not reflect the views of the Parties to the Agreement, the ASEAN Secretariat or
AusAID.



FOREWORD

The Agreement Establishing the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade
Area (AANZFTA) is a historical undertaking for ASEAN. This is the first single
undertaking and by far the most comprehensive economic agreement concluded
by ASEAN with its Dialogue Partners.

The AANZFTA goes beyond the usual components of ASEAN’s free trade
agreements traditionally limited to trade in goods and services and investment.
The new areas in the Agreement include standards, sanitary and phytosanitary
measures, electronic commerce, intellectual property, competition policy, and
movement of business persons as well as economic cooperation.

This Guide for ASEAN Business intends to introduce the AANZFTA and guide
the business community and other stakeholders of ASEAN on its implementation
and utilisation. It highlights the salient provisions of the Agreement, including
market opportunities that have been created for ASEAN manufacturers, traders,
investors and professionals. The Guide is designed to complement the legal text
of the AANZFTA but does not attempt to interpret, in any way, the legal text of
the Agreement.

As a continuing contribution to the economic well being and prosperity of the
peoples of ASEAN, | enjoin you to maximise the opportunities that the AANZFTA
will bring. Share the information with your business partners, and help us to
create awareness and facilitate better understanding of a milestone agreement
in ASEAN’s history.

sl

Dr. Surin Pitsuwan
Secretary-General of ASEAN
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